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If the Andover Choral Society is famil-
iar with one word, it’s practice.

After all, tireless hours of practice is 
what landed several of the vocalists the 
opportunity to travel to New York City in 

June, when they joined forces with more 
than 200 other singers from around the 
world in a performance of “Misatango” 
at Carnegie Hall. 

Fifteen members of the group shared 

the unforgettable experience.
The piece, composed and conducted 

by Argentinian composer Martín Palm-
eri, pairs the ancient Latin Mass text with 
the exhilarating rhythms and melodic 

Andover Choral Society singers take stage at Carnegie Hall

By Jessica Valeriani
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Fifteen Andover Choral 
Society members joined 
forces with more than 200 
other singers from around 
the world in a performance 
of “Misatango” at New York’s 
Carnegie Hall in June.
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features of Argentine tango.
The performance drew a crowd of 

more than 1,800 people. A sea of black 
and white tuxedos mixed with black eve-
ning gowns fi lled the stage, and the har-
monious sounds of the singers fi lled the 
auditorium.

There were 25 choruses representing 11 
countries that participated in the concert. 
Despite home countries that separate the 
performers by thousands of miles, their 
synced performance of “Misatango” 
brought them together as one.

“There were 223 singers in all. All of 
us were scattered on the stage among 
people from other countries, which was 
wonderful,” says group member Pamela 
Bloomstein, who also serves as the clerk 
of Andover Choral Society’s board of 
directors.

The unique opportunity was “remark-
able,” Bloomstein says. 

She speaks highly of Palmeri and his 
work, commending him for his eff ective-
ness in conveying to the group his own 
interpretation of the music he composed 
more than 20 years ago.

“He’s a brilliant composer, and also a 
wonderful conductor,” Bloomstein says.

For the Andover Choral Society sing-
ers, their debut at Carnegie Hall marked 

the second time that they have performed 
the “Misatango.” They previously per-
formed the piece in Vienna, Austria, in 
September 2017.

The audience responded with a lengthy 
ovation, which Bloomstein says followed 
many bursts of applause throughout the 
performance.

Jennifer Hickman, who also serves on 
the board of the Andover Choral Society, 
says that the experience was a chance for 
the group to spread its wings.

“It’s really nice to see us branching out 
and doing things that aren’t just local, 
and showing that we can become a much 
more regional, national and international 
group,” she says. “For those who were 
able to go, it was an incredibly exciting 
experience.”

And when they fi nished their perfor-
mance and soaked in the applause, the 
Andover singers were invited up to the 
fourth tier of the hall to observe the 
world premiere of Palmeri’s piece “Gran 
Misa.”

Under the leadership of director 
Michael Driscoll over the last seven years, 
the 80-member Andover Choral Society 
has done a number of traditional and 
classical pieces, but has also put together 
more unusual repertoires, Hickman notes.

The group was formed in 1929 and has 
a good, strong history that has continued 
over the years.

“The whole group is just growing 
nicely,” Hickman says. “It’s a friendly, 
nice group and very open to new people 
coming in. It’s just been getting better 
and better over the years.”

From left, composer Martin Palmeri, soprano 
soloist Carla Filipcic Holm and conductor 
Saul Zaks pose outside Carnegie Hall.
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Personalized, Lifestyle Medicine     
now in windham

Want to learn more about what Functional Medicine can do for you?
Please visit  www.sparklehealthnh.com

Expect more.
Don’t  just schedule a visit. Establish 
a relationship with your physician today.

Meet Dr. Elisa Mercuro 
Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine 
Specializing in 
Functional Medicine.

Sparkle Health specializes in true root cause analysis of your symptoms  
and personalized treatment of the following health issues: 

✴ Gastrointestinal disorders such as GERD, IBS, IBD

✴ Immune system disorders 

✴ Cognitive decline and other neurodegenerative conditions

✴ Thyroid imbalances

✴ Hormonal imbalances

✴ High toxic burden and detoxification

✴ Mental health disorders like anxiety and depression
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